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Verse of the Month
for
January
"Do not be conformed
to this world, but be
transformed by the
renewal of your mind,
that by tes�ng you
may discern what is
the will of God, what is
good and acceptable
and perfect."
Romans 12:2

January
Birthdays

Juanita MacPherson

7

Jennifer Wood

9

Arthur Conner

18

Timmy Moore

20

January
Anniversaries
Harold and Grace
Conner

11

The Pastor’s Chimes - by Rev. Mattson
I first want to say, Merry Christmas and Happy New Years! It is not
often we have Christmas on a Sunday
and New Year’s Day on the following
Sunday. I pray that this Christmas
will be a special time for you and
your family. In all the years I have
served as a pastor, it has been seldom
that we have been able to travel back
home to see relatives and friends. So,
our Christmas time has been shared
with our children and now grandchildren who live close by. It is a special
time of year for everyone, and I hope
that is the case for you and yours.
As we close this year, I want to
express my thanks to all the folks
here at First Baptist Church of Vincentown. You have been a blessing to
my wife and I in retirement. Getting
to share with you the Christian message and to learn more of the church
family and friends. The church has
been in ministry for many years and
established traditions we do annually.
In all, this is good, and I have sought
to learn the stories behind each of
these. I also have encouraged the people to be sure to include those who
are returning after the pandemic and
those who are new to the fellowship.
God is doing something among us we
need to make sure it’s shared with the
community and beyond. Sharing
these gifts from God may move us
outside of our comfort zone. Yet,

through doing so we will grow, gain new
experiences, and share the joy we have
received from the Lord. In the New Year,
I hope much more will be done in community for the sake of our Lord’s mission and
ministry. Together, the light and love in
this congregation will continue to make a
difference at home and beyond.
I want to thank you all for understanding and bearing with me through the past
months. Some know I have been having
headaches, almost daily. I appreciate the
many prayers for it does help. I will continue go through additional medical testing in 2023, to find out, if possible, the
reason for them. So far, we are still at
square zero. There have been several
things ruled out, for which I am thankful. I
share this only to ask for your continued
prayers so God will show the answers and
bring healing. Thank You.
As we plan for the New Year 2023, I
am asking that you assist in our ministry.
Think of a new way you can get involved
in our ministries. We are able to do much
when we do this together. I trust you will
seek to be fully engaged in 2023 in the
acceptance of the Lord’s ministries that
come your way. Share your ideas, seek
others who you feel could become involved and see the will of the Lord to
make our ministry a blessing for all.
In the partnership of the Gospel,
Vernl E. Mattson
Interim Pastor

All contributions for 2022 need to be post marked by Dec. 31, 2022, if mailed into
the church, or by our last offering on Dec. 25, 2022 to be properly accounted for in
2022. All gifts to the church are considered tax exempt donations by the I.R.S. as
we are a 501 (c) 3 religious’ organization. We are grateful for all donations and
pray that our ministry and mission will be fully accomplished.
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Be at war with your
vices, at peace with
your neighbors, and
let every new year
find you a better
man.
Benjamin Franklin

The man who has
made God his
dwelling place will
always have a safe
habitation.
Aiden Wilson Tozer

Something to
make you smile...
What do jewelers
do on New
Year’s?
Ring it in.
Since my resolution is to read
more, I’m watching a movie with
subtitles.
How did the
snowmen celebrate New
Year’s?
They just chilled.
What does the
baker do on New
Year’s Eve?
He gets ready for
a toast.

Christmas Happenings at First Baptist Church
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Christian New Year’s Resolution—written by Robert Driskell
I want to make some resolutions that
will honor God, further His Kingdom, and
help spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Pray more: I should take my problem to
God first. Every time that I turned a situation over to God, He took care of the situation in a way that exceeded anything I
would have thought of.
Read the Bible through: The Bible has
one Author; it has many writers, but one
Author. It speaks to our hearts. The Bible
is the story of everything and by reading it
from the front to the back, I saw how it all
fit together…and it made much more
sense to me.
Study the Bible more: There is no other
book as important as the Bible. If we want
to know God, and please Him, we must
study His Word.
Love my family more: The hustle of life
leaves us with little time to spend with our
loved ones. Our families are gifts from
God; and we must not neglect these wonderful gifts. God instituted the family at
Creation; this shows that He attaches
great importance to it; so should we.

Be a better employee: Every day, I realize how blessed I am to have a job. I
am a witness for Him wherever I go, and
I spend a great amount of time at
work. Eyes are watching me and I want
to represent my Savior the best I can.
Take better care of myself physically:
As I get older, I realize that this body of
mine is not as resilient as it once was. I
should be diligent to take good care of
myself physically.
Evangelize more: I pray that God will
guide my thoughts and motivations so
that everything I say and do in the course
of any discussion will draw people to
Him.
Many people will make New Year’s
resolutions. There is one resolution
which stands above all others, and that is
to resolve to put one’s trust in the saving
work of Jesus Christ. To do so results in
the most wonderful change imaginable to
one’s life, both now, and for eternity. I
would encourage each of us to take
stock of our Christian walk to see if we
are ‘walking worthy’ of our Lord.

Word Search Puzzle - submitted by Juanita MacPherson

Our little church
has a lot going on!
Plan to be part of
it!

Upcoming events!
Game Night on
Friday, January 6,
at 7:00 p.m.
Crossroads Youth
Group on Sundays at
5:30 p.m.
Join the choir!
Practice is
Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m.
All are welcome!
HeBrews Men's Group
every Saturday at 9:00
a.m.
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting every
Wednesday at 6:30
p.m.
Soup Collection starts
Sunday, January 8
Family Movie Night
on Sunday, January
15, at 6:00 p.m.
Annual Congregational Meeting on Friday,
January 20, at 7:00
p.m.
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Our Sunday morning worship service is available on Zoom and Facebook.
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ﬁrstbap�stchurchofvincentown
We will begin our annual soup collection on January 8. Bring in any size, variety, and
number of cans of soup and place them on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. The
soup will be donated to the Christian Caring Center in Browns Mills and Helping
Hands in Mt. Holly. We started our annual soup collection in 2008 and have collected
and donated 4,479 cans of soup.
In the New Year are you willing….
� To close your book of complaints and to open the book of praise?
� To ignore what life owes you and to think about what you owe life?
� To stop looking for friendship and to start being friendly?
� To be content with such things as you have and stop whining for the things you have not?
� To enjoy the simple blessings of life and to cease striving for the artificial pleasures of the day?
� To forget what you have accomplished and to meditate on what others have done for you?
� To cease looking for someone to help and to devote yourself to heling others?
� To consecrate your life to the service of an imperfect church and to remember that Christ chose twelve
imperfect followers to be His disciples?
Submitted by Bettie Rickards

Love from Jesus

A Christ-centered, community serving, Biblical church

First Baptist Church of Vincentown
39 Main Street
Vincentown, NJ 08088
Church phone: 609-859-8967
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