
THE CARILLON

April 30, 2023

First Baptist Church of Vincentown Newsletter

The Pastor’s Chimes — Rev. Vernl E. Mattson

I was thinking, since this month the church will begin 

the Discernment Retreat and start to focus upon the minis

try of seeking the person God has prepared for your next 

called pastor, I might take a few minutes to share with you 

some passages of scripture dealing with individuals who 

received a call from God to become part of the ongoing 

mission and ministry God had planned.  This is both an ex

ci�ng and a sacred �me for the church’s ministries.  It is 

also awesome how God will choose individuals to help in 

the process and then as we believe allow all of us to take 

part in so many ways to journey through the discernment 

and confirma�on process which is before the congrega

�on.

I have worked with many congrega�ons going through 

this process.  As interim pastor, I again remind you I will 

not be involved in the process but will be in prayer for 

those who are.  I will serve to the best of my ability so my 

focus can be to prepare the way for your next pastor, in 

some ways like John the Bap�st did for the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

I will encourage you to be inten�onal in your prayers 

throughout this period.  Be a listening congrega�on for the 

leading of the Holy Spirit who will strengthen, empower 

and guide the church in this task.  Be ready for a new thing 

to happen in your life and in the life of the congrega�on.  

God is in charge of this and we must follow God’s lead as 

the days ahead will open to a new horizon for First Bap�st 

Church of Vincentown.  Know also that the adversary will 

also be at work, the tempta�ons and obstacles will be real 

and present challenges.  Only as we work together, listen 

to one another, draw upon our spiritual strength will we 

be able to find the person God is calling.  It is in His �ming 

all of this will happen. Thanks be to God “Adonai” and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit that our future 

will lead to the victory and new life for the church. 

As you prepare for this ministry season, it would be 

helpful to again read about how God has called individuals 

to do ministry at different �mes and in different places.  

See if you agree that there is not one way that God uses to 

call a person to fulfill the ministry.  Here is a list of names 

and verses you might find helpful in beginning this journey 

of calling your next pastor.  These are not in any par�cular 

order.

Noah – Genesis 6:5-22 – Doing what God tells you to do, 

even if it doesn’t make sense at the �me and even when 

others don’t understand.

Abraham – Genesis 12:1-5 – God o�en tells us what to do 

before showing us how to do it.

Moses – Exodus 3:7-4:18 – God enables and encourages 

us beyond our objec�ons and fears about what God calls 

us to be doing.

Joseph, son of Jacob – Genesis 37:1-11, 42:6-9, 50:14-21 

– The mistakes of the past and even the sins of others 

and our own can be overcome by God to help fulfill His 

calling in a persons life.

Joshua – Joshua: 1-1-18 – Be strong and bold because the 

Lord God Almighty is with us as we fulfill His ministry and 

mission.

Rahab – Joshua 2:1-24 – Remember that God calls all 

kinds of people who have all kinds of backgrounds and 

history to accomplish His purposes and bring fulfillment 

of his promises.

Gideon – Judges 6:11-17, 20-27, 26-40 -The Chris�an call

ing has a founda�on built on a healthy inner-confidence 

so we are created to be and do what God desires.

Samson – Judges 13:1-7, 24-25, 14:5-6, 18-20, 15:14-15, 

16:20-22 – To maximize our frui�ulness and to use our 

strength wisely in our calling, we must be willing to deal 

with our own experiences with sin and seek forgiveness.

Ruth – Ruth 1:1-18, 4:13-18 – God’s calling may be a fo

cus upon becoming the person God has created us to be 

rather than so much on a par�cular task or doing some 

unique ministry.

Samuel – 1 Samuel 3:2-21 – Frequent conversa�ons with 

our Heavenly Father has a way of increasing joy and the 

results of our faith as we live out our life hear on earth.

Look also at King Saul, David, Solomon, Nehemiah, Es

ther, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Jonah, Judas Iscariot, Mary 

and Joseph, Peter, James, and John, Ma�hew, the wom

en disciples that surrounded Jesus, John the Bap�st, Phil

ip and Nathaniel, The Samaritan Woman, Stephen, Saul 

who became Paul, and countless others whom God 

called, even Jesus the Son of God, Lord and Savior, the 

Messiah.

This  list  comes  from  a  Chris�an  Coaching  resource,  and 
was revised for this purpose.

In the partnership of the Gospel, Rev. Vernl E. Ma�son

Interim Pastor
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Something to make 
you smile...

Some thoughts about 
Mother’s Day

Mother is a verb. It’s 
something you do.

There is nothing as 
powerful as mother’s 

love.

No matter your age, you 
will always need your 

mom.

I’m a strong woman 
because a strong 

woman raised me.

What did the Egyptian 
kid say when it got lost? 

I want my mummy. 

What did the mother 
rope say to her child?  
“Don’t be knotty.”

Why did the baby 
strawberry cry? 

Because his mom was 
in a jam! 

Why did the mommy 
cat want to go bowling 

on Mother’s Day? 
She was an alley cat.

How did the Panda 
open her Mother’s Day 

card? 
With her bear hands.

F.A.I.T.H. — Our Women’s Group
Our women’s group had their second meeting on 
Tuesday, April 18.  Eighteen ladies were present.  We 
began the evening with prayer by Brenda Conner fol-
lowed by games by Yanina Milec.  Brenda shared in-
formation and photos from her recent trip to Israel.  Snacks were furnished by Arvilla 
Peer, Barbara Moore, 
and Beth Rockhill.  
All the ladies had a 
wonderful time and 
enjoyed each other’s 
company.  All ladies 
are welcome.  Please 
join us at our next 
meeting on Tuesday, 
May 16, at 6:30 p.m.

The Southampton Community came 
together on Easter morning to cele-
brate our  risen Lord.  About 55 peo-
ple were present together as the sun 
rose and the fog lay over the lake. 
The FBC choir brought a song of 
praise and Pastor Mattson shared the morning message.  What a 
wonderful way to begin Easter morning!  He is risen!

Easter Community Sunrise ServiceVerse of the Month 
for May

An excellent wife, who 
can find?

For her worth is far 
above jewels.
Proverbs 31:10



Our little church 
has a lot going on!

Plan to be part of 
it!
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Upcoming events!

Crossroads Youth 
Group on Sundays at 

5:30 p.m.

HeBrews Men's Group 
every Saturday 

at 9:00 a.m.

Prayer Meeting and 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 6:30 

Choir practice 
Wednesdays at 

7:30 p.m.

Mother-Daughter Tea 
on Saturday, May 13, 

at 4:00 p.m.

Happy Mother’s Day 
on Sunday, May 14

F.A.I.T.H. Women’s 
Group meets on 

Tuesday, May 16, at 
6:30 p.m.

Help decorate our 
Memorial Day parade 

float! Sunday, 
May 28, at 6:30 p.m.

Vincentown Memorial 
Day Parade on 

Monday, May 29, at 
10:00 a.m.

Our Sanctuary on Easter Morning

Our sanctuary looked beautiful on Easter morning as it was decorated with 
spring tulips.  Thank you to Grace, Edna, and Jane for arranging the flowers.  
Thank you to the HeBrews men for carrying the flowers.  Thank you to Tony 
See for the loan of his palm plants.

May
Birthdays 

Jane Conner 7

Carl Wlodarczyk 13

Pat Brown 14

Josh Marion 20

Gabrielle Simpson 23

Eric Johnson 23

Diane Kyler 25

May
Anniversaries 

Dick & Katy 
Higginbotham 

1

Gary and Yanina 
Milec

7

Tapas Dinner
On Saturday, April 22, we joined together for a new and exci�ng kind of dinner…. Tap

as!  Eighteen of us joined together to discover this new ea�ng adventure.
What is Tapas?  Tapas are small snacks, appe�zers, or finger food.  They originated in 

Spain where they're served at cafés.  Served hot or cold, some tradi�onal tapas include 
olives, individual Quiche, stuffed mushrooms, stuffed peppers, empanadas,  toasted ba
gue�es with toppings, cheese plates, seafood, or croque�es.

The fellowship hall was decorated in a Spanish theme and everyone used their crea�v
ity and baking talents and brought a plate of foods to share with each other. We all en
joyed sampling a variety of delicious foods and desserts and cha�ed the evening away.
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Discernment Workshops
As a body of Christ, First Baptist Church of Vincentown is 

entering into a new era. We are blessed by the support and direc-
tion of our Interim Pastor, Rev. Vernl Mattson, and both appreci-
ate and enjoy the fellowship of his wife Corrine and grand-
daughter Hannah. However, we are being called into a season of 
growth and change, as we prepare to form a Pastoral Search Com-
mittee. We will begin with a time of prayer and discernment, 
which will require our entire congregation’s participation.

Being a church that is affiliated with the American Baptist 
Churches of New Jersey (ABCNJ), our church has access to their 
resources. As part of our time of preparation, the ABCNJ suggests 
that we reflect on what we feel God has for us to do. To help 
churches like ours work through this process, the ABCNJ shares 
materials and leadership for a Discernment Retreat, typically deliv-
ered in a single-day format over the course of four to six hours. 

Because our church calendar is so full (a good thing!), schedul-
ing this single-day retreat format is proving to be too difficult. We 
have decided to break down the single-day retreat into four ses-
sions. These sessions have been announced on Sunday and are as 
follows:  

Sunday, May 21, 2023
12:30 pm - Quick luncheon  
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Session 1 Discernment Workshop

A Christ-centered, community serving, Biblical church

Wednesday, May 24, 2023
6:30 - 8:00 pm Session 2 Discernment Workshop (In 

person and Zoom Session) 
Wednesday, May 31, 2023

6:30 - 8:00 pm Session 3 Discernment Workshop (In 
person and Zoom Session)

Sunday, June 11, 2023
12:30 pm - Quick luncheon
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Session 4 Discernment Workshop

The four workshops are intended to replace a single-day retreat 
event. Therefore, we hope you will be able to attend all four ses-
sions. During this important time, we are looking for you to pro-
vide your input. There will come a time, once the Pastoral Search 
Committee has been formed, where there will be limited communi-
cation from the formal committee with the rest of the congrega-
tion. Confidentiality is necessary for this process, as it resembles 
(but is not identical) to a hiring process found in the business 
world. Now is the time to share your thoughts about the future of 
our church.

We ask that you include in your prayers all the preparation and 
planning that is going into this entire process. We are seeking God 
to be a part of not only what we are doing now, but part of what we 
are planning for the future, which includes the eventual calling of a 
permanent pastor for our church. So, please mark your calendar 
and plan to participate with us.


